
Head of Academy's Message
Whole School Attendance: 98%

Dear Parents / Carers, 
It has been a wonderful start to the new academic year here at Willow Green
Academy. We have really enjoyed making the most of the sunny weather and
the children across the school have settled in really well. We started our week
with an assembly focussing on how we are going to demonstrate our ASPIRE
ethos and the children have shown a real commitment to this. 

We have also been conducting the election of our new academy and eco
councils for this academic year along with our lunchtime playleader team. We
have seen so many of our children putting themselves forward for nomination
and this just highlights the positive and proactive attitudes of our children -
they all believe they can make a difference.

Homework

At Willow Green we really value the parent partnerships we have and the
impact that these relationships can have on the overall progress and
development of pupils. Part of this is our commitment to ongoing home
learning (homework). Homework will be set weekly, usually on a Friday and will
consist of Reading, Maths and Spellings. Details of the homework
expectations can be found on the home learning policy on the website and
will be shared with you via class dojo by your class teacher. 

Parent notice - morning routines (KS2)
We have found that a number of our Year 5 and 6 children who walk to school
on their own are arriving very early. Although we are happy that they are
eager to get to school, we cannot guarantee that there is adequate
supervision at this time. We have spoken to the pupils and explained they
should be arriving from 8.30am when the gates will be opened. Thank you. 

I know that we are expecting the good weather to continue into the weekend
so I hope you all enjoy making the most of it. We look forward to seeing you
back next week for another great week.

Thank you for your continued support
Mr Parkinson
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Online-Safety
As we begin the new school term we thought it appropriate to focus on social-media

as our parents Online safety topic. Please scan the QR code for the article and
resources

Parents' Guide to Technology | Safer Internet Centre

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-technology
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Year 1
Weekly Attendance: 99%
Well, it has only been four days but what a week
the new year one’s have had! The children have
settled into the new classroom and the routines
wonderfully and have embraced every activity and
opportunity. This week, we have started our
number of the day work and have been enjoying
exploring numbers by building the numbers on our
Rekenreks. We have learnt to find one more and
less and have been looking at number bonds for
that number. We have also enjoyed reading our
new story all about the Gruffalo! We have been
exploring the woodland setting and writing
sentences about the animals that we have found.
Keep an eye on Dojo to see some of our amazing
work!

Year 2
Weekly Attendance: 100%
We have had a marvellous first week in Year 2 and the class have
made me feel very welcome indeed. In PE, we enjoyed some
games to build our team work and in Science, we went on a
materials hunt around the school to find out more about how we
use different materials in every day life. In Art, the class used
water colours to create their very own self portraits so I could get
to know them better! 

 
 

Year 3
Weekly Attendance: 94%
In maths we've been waking up our brains after the summer holidays
and recapping some of the skills we will need as we move through
Year 3. 
Our REC lessons have all centred around our big topic this term which
is The Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. We were able to make a
timeline, starting with the dinosaurs (65 million years ago!) to present
day as well as understand the difference between AD and BC. Stone
Age art is also something we looked at, with us discussing how and
why cave artists used certain colours and line styles available to them. 
We have also made a start on our French skills. Year 3 can now all
count up to 10 in a new language!!! A very positive start to not only
Year 3, but Key Stage 2. I'm sure you're just as excited as I am to see
where the rest of the year takes us.

Online-Safety
This week's topic is all around Smart Speakers and what you can do to support your

children in using them safely. Scan the QR code for the article and resources
Parents' Guide to Technology | Safer Internet Centre

EYFS
Weekly Attendance: 96%
And just like that a new academic year has started. We
opened our doors and in walked some old and new faces. It's
been truly awesome watching the progress already made as
we've explored routines, learnt names and adapted well to
full days. The children have shown incredible bravery in a
range of ways and we can't wait to see what happens next
week. Well done EY and the parents, a cracking first week of
school, here's to many more.

                                   

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-technology


Year 5
Weekly Attendance: 99%
It has been a wonderful first week back in Year
5! Everyone has settled into life in year 5
brilliantly and already the class are showing how
determined and resilient they are. Within
Reading, we have been working on our
prediction skills. Using the front cover and blurb
we have looked for clues and help us make
accurate and detailed predictions of what we
think our book, Kensuke's Kingdom, will be about.
Within maths, We have started out unit on place
value, we have been learning about Roman
Numerals and looking at numbers up to
1,000,000. As well as this, we have also made the
most of the sun and enjoyed our first PE session
outside. During Science, we have been learning
about different animals' lifecycles and within
History we have started our unit on the Romans,
looking at where the Romans fit into our history
timelines.

Year 4
Weekly Attendance: 96%
Year 4 have had a fantastic start to the new school year!
Their behaviour and attitude to their learning has
impressed everyone who has walked into the classroom.
In maths we have been busy focussing on partitioning 4
digit numbers and understanding how to flexibly partition
numbers. This week in writing we have spent time refining
our setting description skills to create in intrigue a build
the setting in the readers minds. In History we have been
introduced to our new unit ‘The Anglo-Saxons and
Vikings’ we shared and discussed what we already know
about this time period and the questions we would like
answered as we progress through the unit. Well done on
all the excellent learning this week Year 4!

Year 6
Weekly Attendance: 99%
What a brilliant start to Year 6! I have been very impressed
with their eager and mature attitude. This week we have
started a new unit in science all about the human body. We
focused this week on the circulatory system and what job it
does for the body. In an experiment we attempted to make a
heart showing how the muscles squeeze and push blood out
of the body. In writing, we wrote kennings poems using
dementors as inspiration for vocabulary. Children were
challenged to describe the dementor without telling the
reader what the creature is. Their vocabulary was well
selected and ambitious. In history, we looked at the Tudor
and Stuarts and what changes they implemented during their
reign and how this impacted Britain. 

Wil low Green Academy considers the welfare of al l  our  pupi ls  to be of great importance and we hope that parents are conf ident
about their  chi ldren’s  health and safety whi lst  in  our  academy. We wi l l  a lways t ry  to share any concerns we have with parents.

However ,  there are t imes when we are legal ly  obl iged to share our concerns with other agencies ,  without f i rst  speaking to
parents ,  or  without the consent of  parents.  The safety and protect ion of our  pupi ls  is  our  most important concern and we wish to
reassure you that any shar ing of information is  done with the chi ldren’s  best  interest  at  heart .  I f  you have any concerns about the
welfare or  safety of  any chi ld in our  school ,  the Designated Chi ld Protect ion Off icer  is  Miss L  Walker .  In  her  absence,  you should
contact Mr C Park inson.  They can be contacted through the main off ice.  The academy has a duty to inform parents that there is

a prohibit ion on report ing or  publ ish ing detai ls  ( including on social  media)  that could ident i fy  anyone who is  subject to an
al legat ion.

The Government have launched a new website aimed at parents ,  teachers and school  leaders to give pract ical  advice on
protect ing young people f rom extremism and radical isat ion.  This  was launched by the Educat ion Secretary and contains

information which address many quest ions / issues faced by parents and chi ldren.  

The website can be found at www.educateagainsthate.com


