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Head of Academy Message
Dear Parents and Carers ,  

F i rst ly ,  welcome back and I  hope you al l  had a fun,  restfu l  and safe hol idays.  

The chi ldren have al l  certain ly  returned refreshed and fu l l  of  excitement th is
week and i t  has been wonderful  to hear the buzz of learning around the
academy once more.  
We are so proud of how the pupi ls ,  part icular ly  those who are new to the
school ,  have adapted and sett led into the rout ines and expectat ions in school
-  they have shown some real  determinat ion and conf idence. 

We certain ly  got off  to a f ly ing start  th is  week and form a personal  point  of
v iew i t  was wonderful  to hold my Headteacher 's  assembly in the hal l  with al l  of
the chi ldren present.  We talked about the new year and sett l ing into school
and al l  of  the excit ing expectat ions we have for  the coming year.  Again,  the
att i tudes and behaviour  dur ing the assembly were outstanding.
There has also been lots  of  great learning and excit ing act iv i t ies tak ing place
this  week and those of you who fol low us on Twitter  @wi l lowgreenacad wi l l
have seen the wide range of th ings that the chi ldren have been doing.  The
Year 6 's  have started their  swimming sess ions and had a v i r tual  conversat ion
with the nat ional  archives about their  new topic,  there has been outdoor
reading and art  tak ing place in Y3 and Y4 (making the most of  the weather) ,
superb PE sess ions taking place across the academy and some br i l l iant  topic
and science work too - al l  crammed into a 4 day week.  Just  th ink what we can
achieve nest  week!!

I 'd l ike to give a special  ment ion to the Ear ly  Years chi ldren and staff  for  such
a wonderful  start  to the term too.  I t  has been great to see our youngest
chi ldren showing so much enthusiasm and conf idence towards their  learning
and I  real ly  enjoyed speak to the parents who came in for  the nursery 'Stay
and Play sess ions '  th is  week.  

I  would also l ike to say a huge thank you to al l  of  the parents and carers who
have been so helpful  and pat ient with our  new morning rout ines.  I  have had
lots of  conversat ions around how things are work ing and wi l l  cont inue to work
to make everything as st raight forward and manageable as poss ible for
everyone.  Thank you to al l  of  the parents who have offered feedback and
support .   

The start  of  the day rout ines part icular ly  are work ing real ly  wel l  and th is  is
ensur ing that the vast  major i ty  of  our  chi ldren are ready,  organised and on
task by 8.45am in the morning.  Wel l  done to everyone for  thei r  efforts .  

I t  has been a busy be hugely enjoyable f i rst  week back and I  hope you al l  have
a great weekend

Thank you for  your cont inued support ,

Mr Park inson
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Reception

THE ENTIRE CLASS!
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Year 1

Year One, have had a fantastic first week back at school full of lots of
learning and fun. We have learnt about The Very Annoying Elephant
who ate all the food in the house and wrote about what he might do
next. 

We had a phonics hunt for words with the ‘ph’ sound. I wonder if the
children can find anymore at home? We finished the week by creating
a split pin elephant with a trunk that moves! Well done year one, we
are so proud of you! 

Year 2

I t ’ s  been wonderful  to have al l  the
chi ldren back after  the summer
break -  they have sett led quick ly
into c lass and are developing new
rout ines,  part icular ly  enjoying the
opportunit ies to play with other
chi ldren out with their  year group.
 
We have been shar ing memories of
our Summer break,  th ink ing about
‘k indness ’  and what i t  means to us
along with explor ing textures
through pattern in Art .  In  Maths we
have been looking at place value
along with rev is ing our number bond
knowledge to support  our  mental
ar i thmetic.  

Next week we embark on a pi rate
adventure and wi l l  begin our History
Topic ‘The Great F i re of London’ .  I
wonder what we may al ready know…

Year 3

It has been a great first week in Year 3. We started off the week with the
reveal of our model text for our writing lessons. There were lots of clues
around the classroom and the children have written their own warning
stories. Keep an eye on our class dojo page as over the next few weeks we
would like to share some of these with you.
 
The children have also really enjoyed their art work. This half-terms unit
focusses on collage and we explored the work of Andy Goldsworthy to make
our own collages using natural materials. What a fantastic week year 3, keep
up the good work!

Reception

We have had a wonderful  f i rst  week in Reception,  learning our
new ru les and rout ines and explor ing our new areas of provis ion.  

Our favour i tes are:  the caravan in the role play area and the
reading garden.  In  l i teracy,  we have started to learn our new
story ,  The Magic Paintbrush and have been making our own
paintbrushes in the workshop. In  maths we have been pract ic ing
our count ing through games,  songs and rhymes and we have been
having lots  of  fun in our  outdoor area!

We are looking forward to having lots  more fun next week!  
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Year 5
I t ' s  been an amazing start  to Year 5 th is  week!  We have been
work ing on a range of sk i l l s :  in  reading we have enjoyed looking
at our  new book,  Kensuke’s  K ingdom, making predict ions about
what is  going to happen. 

In  Engl ish we have had lots  of  fun learning how to structure our
wr i t ing too,  us ing tools  such as f reeze frames and mind maps to
support  our  sentences.  

We have shown some real  perseverance th is  week as in Math,
we have been looking at rounding numbers to the nearest  10 ,
100 and 1000. They have worked real ly  hard,  showing enthusiasm
and res i l ience throughout.  

Our Science topic th is  half  terms has started with an excit ing
invest igat ion into the solubi l i ty  of  mater ia ls .  Why not ask your
l i t t le scient ist  what they have learnt?

Year 4

 

Year 6
It's been a great first week back for Year 6. We have started our
topic of World War Two and were incredibly fortunate to have Liz
from the National Archives, based in London, to share with us how
Propaganda was used during the war effort. It was fascinating to see
all of the real documents which were used, as well as being able to
gain ideas for our own propaganda poster ideas. 

We were also excited to go to our first school swimming lesson at the
brand new Aspire leisure centre, at Pontefract Park. The children
were great, completing swimming strokes before having some free
time in the pool.

We have made a br i l l iant  start  to
Year 4 th is  week!

Chi ldren have enjoyed learning
about their  new curr iculum topics
such as 'L iv ing th ings and their
Habitats ' ,  'Anglo-Saxons and
Vik ings '  and 'Drawing Ski l l s ' .
Furthermore,  we started our new
writ ing unit  to wr i te a 'F inding
tale '  where the character must
f ind someone or  something.

They have aimed to impress with
their  imaginat ive stor ies ,  I  look
forward to reading their  f in ished
pieces.


